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Lyric: Kalidasa
cloud of the rainy season and begs it to convey his love message to his beloved, who is passing her equally miserable days in his native city of Alaka. In the first half of the poem the poet describes* with great power and beauty, the various scenes of forests and cities, mountains and rivers, that lie on the northward path of the cloud and the second half is full of emotional fervour and describes Alaka, his own dwelling, his care-worn wife and her occupations, and ends with the message of love and hope which is meant to sustain her during the remaining four months of their destined separation. The whole poem consists of 155 stanzas composed in the Mandakranta metre, which, with its long winded and leisurely movement, is admirably appropirate for the pathos of the poem. The form and the plan of the work are both entirely original* Its popularity, which can be clearly seen from the numerous imitators whom it has inspired, continues to this day. Scholars have held rightly that the poem owes its inspiration to the epic of Valmiki. It is the first step in lyric poetry ; for almost all other Sanskrit poems are built upon a substantial plot. But here we have nothing practically for the plot except the pathetic raving of a separated lover. Some critics find here an echo of a similar event in the poet's life. The chief idea of the poem is applied by the poet Schiller in his 'Maria Stuart' where the captive queen of the Scots calls on the clouds, as they fly southwards, to greet the land of her youth, The rapture with which Kalidasa describes , even at the risk of being slightly irrelevant to